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1857. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 
Read at the Anniversary Meeting on the 25th May. 

The Council have much pleasure in submitting to the Members 
of the Royal Geographical Society the customary Report of its 
progress since the last Anniversary Meeting. 

Members Ordinary, Honorary, and Corresponding. — During the 
period under review 173 Ordinary members have been added to 
the list of Fellows — a number considerably exceeding that of 
any previous year since the establishment of the Society. One 
Honorary - member has also, upon the recommendation of the 
Council, been elected— Capt. Hartstene, of the United States 
Navy, lately in command of H.M.S. Resolute ; and one Cor- 
responding member, Professor P. A. Munch, of the University 
of Christiania. 

The Society has lost, during the same period, many valu- 
able and eminently distinguished members, including Admiral 
Beechey, its late President, and the Earl of Ellesmere, his noble 
predecessor in ofBce ; also Baron Hammer-Purgstall, of Vienna, 
an Honorary and much honoured associate. The Society's lists 
now comprise 970 Ordinary members, and 58 Honoi-ary and 
Corresponding members. 

Finances. — The audited accounts of the .past year, of which a 
summary is annexed, afford satisfactory evidence of the financial 
progress of the Society. The receipts, under every head sus- 
ceptible of increase, exceed the amounts calculated upon ; whilst 
the expenditure has, in each case, been kept within the estimates 
submitted at the last Anniversary Meeting. Under these favour- 
able circumstances, the Council have directed a farther addition to 
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be made to the invested funds of the Society. The Permanent 
Fund now amounts to 3000Z. New 3 per Cent. Stock. A sum of 
500/. has also been deposited, at interest, with the Union Bank of 
London, available for any immediate requirement of the Society. 

House. — ^The inadequacy of the accommodation afforded by the 
rooms of the Society for the continually increasing number of 
members and visitors attending its evening Meetings, has for 
some time engaged the attention of the Council, and several 
plans suggested have received full and anxious consideration. 
Active measures are in progress to obtain the great desideratum 
of a spacious Meeting-room, without the financial disadvantage of 
a largely-increased expenditure ; and it is hoped that before the 
close of the present Session, the President will be enabled to 
announce to the Society the completion of so desirable an 
arrangement. 

Publications. — The 26th volume of the Society's Journal, 
edited by Dr. Shaw, has been some weeks in circulation. It 
contains many valuable articles and eleven illustrative maps. 

The ' Proceedings,' also edited by our Secretary, have now 
reached the eighth Number, and fully justify the opinion enter- 
tained at the outset of this publication, that it would prove most 
acceptable to Members and to the public generally, as affording 
early information on subjects of universal interest. 

The Committee of Council on Education, the Geographical 
Society of Darmstadt, the Office of the Geological Survey of 
India, and the Museum of Natural History of Strasburg have 
been added to the list of Institutions, to which the publications of 
the Society are presented. 

Map-rooms. — During the past year the maps and charts of the 
Society have been constantly in requisition for purposes of scien- 
tific research. The accessions to this department since the last 
Anniversary comprise 21 atlases and 6225 maps and charts, and 
include, among other valuable contributions, the Ordnance Maps 
of England and Wales, Scotland and Ireland ; the Indian Atlas, 
with maps, charts, and other geographical works, published by 
the Honourable East India Company ; charts published by the 
Hydrographic Department of tlie Admiralty, and by the French 



Report of the Council. vii 

Dep&t de la Marine ; and raaps, plans, and views published by 
the Statistical Department of the War Office ; a map of Russia, 
in 8 sheets, and an atlas of the Government of Tver, presented 
by the Imperial Geographical Society of St. Petersburg; Ful- 
larton's Royal Illustrated Atlas ; Findlay's Chart . of the West 
Indies and Mexico ; Black's Atlas of North America ; Dr. 
Blackie's Atlas; additional sheets of the Government Map of 
Sardinia ; Atlas of the United States, &c., by Prof Rogers and 
A. Keith Johnston ; maps for the Atlas of Bavaria ; Atlases 
of heights, by M. Ziegler ; ' Atlas Geographico Estadistico e 
Historico de la Republica Mexicana ;' Emory's Boundary Map 
of the United States and Mexico; Wyld's Map of Cuba; 
Chart of the North Atlantic Ocean, &c., for the telegraphic 
communication between Great Britain and America ; also MS. 
maps of 'Bahia di todos os Santos,' presented by Mr. E. Porter; 
and of Southern Africa, by Mr, Moffat, presented through Dr. 
Livingstone. 

Library. — The additions to the books of the Society, by dona- 
tion and purchase, consist of 700 volumes and pamphlets, among 
which are Commodore Perry's ' Expedition to the China Seas and 
Japan ;' Crawfurd's ' Dictionary of the Indian Islands ;' ' Le 
Moniteur des Indes Orientales et Occidentales :' Burton's ' Harar ;' 
McClure's 'Discovery of the North-West Passage;' Becher's 
' Landfall of Columbus ;' Monteith's ' Kars and Erzerum ;' 
FuUarton's ' Gazetteer ;' Fleming's ' Southern Africa ;' Robinson's 
' Biblical Researches ;' ' Reports of Explorations and Surveys in 
the United States ;' Marcy's ' Red River of Louisiana ;' Sitgreave's 
' Expedition to the Zuni and Colorado Rivers ;' Weme's ' Expe- 
dition to discover the Sources of the White Nile ;' Andrews' 
' Memoir on the Euphrates Route to India ;' ' Annales de 
rObservatoire Physique Central de Russie,' presented by the 
Minister of Finance, St. Petersburg ; ' Percement de I'lsthme de 
Suez,' by Lesseps ; ' Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India ;' 
Armstrong's ' Discovery of the North-west Passage ;' Earth's 
'Travels and Discoveries in Central Africa, &c. ;' Transactions 
of the Smithsonian Institution of Washington, and of the Imperial 
Geological Institute of Vienna ; the Lombardo-Veiieto Institute 
of Milan ; Academies of Science of Paris, Berlin, Munich, 
St. Petersburg, Madrid ; the Publications of the Hakluyt Society, 
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and of the principal scientific Institutions throughout the world. 
Connected with the Library and Map-rooms, which have been 
enriched by his liberal bequest, the Council desire to call atten- 
tion to the marble bust of our late associate Mr. Greenough, 
now in the Society's apartments,— a memorial which obtained the 
unanimous approval of the last General Meeting. 

Expeditions. — Various explorations in Africa and Australia 
have been reported upon and discussed at the evening Meetings 
of the Society, and will be farther noticed in the President's 
Address of this day ; and attention may be here directed to the 
Expedition to East Africa under Captain Burton, to whom 750/. 
out of the Government grant of 1000/. has been paid. Other expe- 
ditions to Borneo, Western Africa, and British North America, 
now in progress, have likewise been brought before the notice of 
the Society. 

Education. — Our Secretary, Dr. Shaw, has again been called 
upon to officiate, in conjunction with the Rev. F. Temple and 
Mr. Merrifield, the Government Inspectors, as Examiner in Geo- 
graphy, by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council on 
Education, who have been pleased on the present, as on the 
former occasions, to return their thanks for his valuable 
assistance. 

Royal Premium. — The Founder's Medal has been awarded to 
Augustus C. Gregory, Commander of the North Australian Expe- 
dition, for his extensive and important explorations in Western 
and Northern Australia ; and the Patron's Medal to Lieut.- 
Colonel Andrew Scott Waugb, of the Bengal Engineers, Surveyor- 
General of India, for his geodetical operations, as remarkable for 
their extent as for their accuracy, whereby widely-extended tracts, 
hitherto partially or wholly unexplored, have been covered by 
triangulation of the most accurate order, and geographical data 
of the highest value have been added to our knowledge of that 
interesting and important region. 
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